Chinese students learning in the Berkshires
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Pittsfield, Massachusetts, Saturday, October 15, 2005

Fhcica by Caeclirey Bormivinl | Beriihes Dage 516N

Kayan Lam, cenier, a member of H.T. Chen and Dancers from New York City, dances with the group during a performance at
Berkshire Counicy Day Schoal yesterday afternoon,

Cultures meet and greet

By Jenn Smith
Sireited Linle SN

LENOX — East met West yesterday ar Berkshire
Couniry Dray School.

Members of the H.T. Chen and Dancers company per-
formed at the school in a week's-end celebration o wel-
come cight Chinese exchange students to their community,

The IIIh-g|._-.|_1-|_'ru have come here — ":""F with two fac-
ulty members, Yang Junfeng and Wa Guolin from
{'h{'npll.l E-"-;er|||'u_'||l.|l |"||.'-q,'l}'l'| I_.-.usu.:_g.,--. Schood 10 expe-
rience life, culture and education in the United States

In March, BCLD will send 12 students to i'h.;nl_u,ll.l.

The dance performances were part of H.T. Chen’s twos
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E weiek itimeTary,
f.: which also mclodes
b trips 1o Boston, Mew stUdentE can cross
_-'.-_‘_:" York, Philadelphia gulture barriers very
— amed Washinglon. 4 .
é “Tt was a nice sur- QU|EI“-IF-
= prisc 1o sce this — Dian DDT‘IE.
] here,” said Junfeng
3 of the welcoming assoclate director
- performance. Tt was
= very professional,” of H.T. Chen
g Yesterday™s multi- and DEHCET'E
' meclial program,
= *Heart of the Lion,™

mcorporated dance, video, music, live stage combal and
i) dides. A study guide of vocabulary, geosraphy, history and
= | mythology relating to the performande also was prosided by
B the dancers.
ot Acoording to Lhan Dong, asociate director of the oom-

pany, the program s meant not only to give students a bet
ter undersianding of Chinese damce, but also o offer
insights abowi the country

“Studenis can cross culiure barriers very guickly,” she
said

The Chengdu exchange siudents have been taking classes

ChinChen “Belle® Shen, n member of H.T. Chen and Dancers
from Mew York City performs with Dionysios Mitsios ot
Berkshire Country Day School.
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Chinese students come to learn at BCD

CHINESE from B1

at BCDYs Winthrop campus and
will attend other local schools,
ncluding Pittsfield High School.
They also will ke field trips to
Stockbridpe, Great Barringion
and Williamsiown.

In addition, the studenis are
looking forward to visiing <ol-
leges in the region and going
horseback riding and shopping.

Earlier in the week, they were
||I||-_'|;|'Il._l.- weblcomed 1o Berkshire
County by Pittsfield Mayor James
M. Ruberio and the Pittsfield Ciry
Council at the council meeting
luesday mght

Before arriving in the Berk-
shires, the students spent a night
in Mew York Ciy, Xin Can, who
has adopled the Amencin namies
of “Enc™ during his visit, said the
city was beautiful, but cold.

Li COuinran, also known as
Haddy, said that she had expected
Lenox to alse have tall buildings
and skyscrapers

“But it has a more beautiful
landscape ... and fresh air,” inter-
jected Wang “Artemis” Wenyu.

Yang “Forrest” Junfeng said
that students studving different
cultures and languages often
adopt a name inherent to that cul-
ture to “create a relationship
|petween the person] and lan-
guages.”

Carmen Dockery Perkins, assis-
tant head of the secondary school,
said she has enjoyed the opporiu-
nity to welcome the students into
the community, Although BCD
has done several international
exchange programs, this 15 the
schools first time working with
China

The school's curriculum is care-

fully designed o expose studenis
to other cullures, she said. Minth-
graders are required o take a
world civilizations course  and
1h-graders ake an Asian studies
COUTSE.

Dopekery said the dance pro-
gram, sponsored by the school’s
Parcnts Association, was forfunate
i Hming.

“It puts students in a global set-
ving,” she said

And BCD students scem to
understand the spirit of the pro-
2ram.

“Chur generahon 15 part of a hig
international uproar right now,”
said BCDY senior Rachael Hyman
“We're not just Americans, We're
part of the world community,™

e Smiith can be reached o
Jemithiwberkshireeqgle. com or @l
(41 3) P-6270

. lewishiee [agle Stalt

MHie Sudite, a member of H.T. Chen and Dancers from MNew York City, dances with a bam-
boo lion mask during a performance at Berkshire Country Day School yesterday, The show
was parl of a celebration that welcomed Chinese exchange studenis to the school. Page B1.



